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WHO Expert Committee on Gonococcal Infections.
Report of First Meeting. 1962. WHO Technical Report
Series No. 262. Pp. 70. (5s.)

In its fifth report (1960) the WHO Expert Committee
on Venereal Infections and Treponematoses recommended
that the WHO should show an active interest in all
aspects of the world-wide public health problem of
gonococcal infection and that the necessary intensified
research should be included in the WHO research
assistance programme. The present report records the
proceedings and recommendations of the first meeting of
the WHO Expert Committee on Gonococcal Infections,
which was held in Geneva during November, 1962. This
valuable report should be read by venereologists and all
others interested in the difficulties which have so far
prevented progress in controlling this widespread and
prevalent venereal infection. S.M.L.

Proceedings of the XII International Congress of
Dermatology, held in September, 1962, at Washington
D.C. 1963. Excerpta Medica Foundation, Amsterdam.

The XII International Congress of Dermatology held
in Washington D.C. in September, 1962, was attended by
2,301 members from 69 countries. The proceedings of the
congress have now been published in two large volumes,

which present a detailed picture of recent progress in the
medical and scientific aspects of dermatology and
venereology. Many of the review articles are of high
standard and provide an excellent opportunity of keeping
abreast with knowledge in several fields. As might be
expected, the original contributions are more variable in
quality, but examination of the reports will demonstrate
the wide range of research activities which are now being
carried on all over the world. The areas of common
ground between dermatology and venereology are still
very considerable and those who devote all their time to
the study and treatment of the venereal diseases will find
much that is instructive and helpful in the sections dealing
with dermatological matters.

The section concerned with treponemal diseases and
non-treponemal venereal diseases, including gonorrhoea,
in the second volume, includes papers on the epidemiology
of the treponematoses, on clinical, laboratory, and
therapeutic problems, and on trichomoniasis, and there
is a series on problems in the diagnosis and treatment of
gonorrhoea. The major part of the discussion which
followed is also recorded.

The standard of printing, binding, and reproduction of
photographs is very high and the volumes will form a
useful addition to a comprehensive medical or depart-
mental library. R.D.C.
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MARY MICHAEL-SHAW, 1897-1963

Born on January 31, 1897, Mary Michael entered
the London School of Medicine for Women in 1914,
qualified with the conjoint diploma in 1922 and
graduated M.B., B.S., in 1923. She was appointed
house surgeon at the Royal Free Hospital and later
held a house surgeon’s appointment at the Lock
Hospital where she started to gain experience of the
subject to which she devoted her professional life.

She and her architect husband later went to
Kenya where she became the medical officer in charge
of child welfare and venereal diseases. In 1933, after
some 5 years abroad, they returned to England and
Dr. Michael-Shaw was appointed to the Venereal
Diseases Department at the Royal Free Hospital.
In 1938 she became Director of the Department,
taking over on Dr. Margaret Rorke’s retirement,
and continued to administer this department until
her own retirement in March, 1958. During these
years she was appointed Teacher in V.D. in the
University of London.

In 1939 she was appointed Medical Officer in
Charge of the Special Clinic at the Salvation Army

Mothers’ Hospital in Clapton, a position which she
held for 3 years. Her articles published in the Daily
Mirror early in the second world war, first brought
to the attention of the general public the rising
incidence of V.D. and the dangers thereof. Shortly
after the articles appeared, she was asked to join the
Ministry of Health as part-time assistant to Col.
L. W. Harrison, where the women’s clinics became
her special responsibility. She helped to put the
venereal diseases into proper perspective and worked
hard to encourage her patients to understand more
about their disease and to face the future without
the terrible sense of guilt which oppressed so many
of them. She had considerable knowledge of pre-
vailing social conditions and her interest in her
patients extended well beyond the clinic walls. Many
of them had reason to be grateful to her for her
kindness and practical help. She was particularly
interested in the problems of syphilis in pregnancy.
Always ready with pertinent advice, both medical
and otherwise, she was a member of the committee
which ran the Highbury Hostel for unmarried



